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The Israeli Anthropological Association is honored to
present:
The 45th Annual Conference
Kafr Qasem, May 17th- 18th, 2017

Between "Field" and "Work": Rethinking Knowledge
Production and Professional Identity in Contemporary
Anthropology
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"Perhaps even more than most cultural matters, child-rearing practices and
beliefs reflect local conceptions of how the world is and how the child should
be readied for living in it" (Jerome Bruner, 2000).
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Parents' involvement in the primary schooling of their children — some
theoretical and methodological insights

Lauren Erdreich, Levinsky College of Education,
Deborah Golden, University of Haifa,

This paper presents a theoretical argument regarding the power of school to shape
parental involvement in culturally informed ways, as well as a methodological
concern about the future of educational ethnography. The paper emerged out of
preliminary fieldwork among Jewish middle-class parents - an exploratory stage of a
larger project on middle-class mothers' involvement in their children's education. We
did not conduct research inside educational settings, but educational settings came
into the range of mothers’ daily practices. As often happens in ethnographic
research, unforeseen issues emerged in the field. Intense activity around the
transition to primary school became a lens for the theoretical claim that parental
involvement is not just a matter of the fit/lack of fit between home cultural capital and
school, as posited by much of the relevant sociological literature that has adopted
Bourdieu's conceptual framework. Rather, cultural shaping of parental involvement
takes place within and through encounters between school and family: by means of
school's cultivation of ‘proper’ disposition and comportment for parents, the power of
emotional community, and the recruitment of key cultural symbols. In keeping with
the inductive nature of ethnography, our analysis aimed to make sense of data that
arose from an unforeseen extension of the field. Yet the inclusion of educational
institutions raised hurdles of informed consent, transparency of research goals, and
protection of participant identity. All of this required that we take extreme precautions
in the presentation of data, to some extent limiting the richness of the ethnography.
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Ethnographic Work in a Textual Field: Some Reflections on Anthropological
inputs to the Study of Miqra?

Prof. Harvey Goldberg

There is a long history of ebb and flow between anthropological concerns and the
study of the Bible. The rise of modern ethnography, typically associated with the
model advocated by Malinowski, probably led to a “recession” among anthropologists
drawn to this topic because it was not possible to view life in biblical times with that
degree of anthropological closeness. Yet, the topic has not disappeared, and was
revived in the mid-20th century by two British anthropologists—Edmund Leach an
Mary Douglas—who could also claim experience as fieldworkers. Since then, one
can follow a modest but continual stream of res hers into biblical topics who
partially build their work upon anthropology. What i place of “ethnography” in this
effort? How do people make connections betwee ta derived from fieldwork and
the content of ancient written sources? What roles e texts or “text” come to play
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in contemporary field research, in practice and in “theory”—for example, in a
comparison of Lévi-Strauss and Geertz? Might any aspects of the biblical text be
mined as being close to “ethnography,” or what sort of legitimate inferences might be
made from ethnography to enrich the study of the Bible and its socio-historic
settings? Lastly, what contemporary populations might feel that they have a stake in
such issues? Examples of, and reflections upon, these questions will be offered.
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Between Curiosity and Expertise: Toward an Enchanted Ethnography

Melissa L. Caldwell
Professor of Anthropology
University of California, Santa Cruz

One of the strengths of ethnography is its potential for documenting, illuminating, and
making sense of the complexities of everyday life. Yet too often anthropologists are
constrained by professional expectations that privilege polished presentations and
definitive conclusions, whether that is in the realm of academic anthropology with its
requirements for grantwriting, publishing, and promotion, or in the realm of practicing
anthropology with its emphasis on deliverables and commercial relevance. Even
anthropologists’ methods and research projects are caught between the structures of
research designs that anticipate questions and methods and the realities of ordinary
social worlds that emerge out of spontaneity and serendipity. What, then, are the
possibilities for reenchanting ethnography? What might enchantment provide as an
ethnographic project? How might an explicit commitment to enchantment reinvigorate
curiosity, whimsy, and even pleasure to the anthropological project?
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Speaking Against Zionist Domicide
Prof. Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian

Through the analyses of the various women voices, girls narratives, the talk
examines the inscription of state power over Palestinians homes, bodies and lives;
marking the gendered connection between biopolitics, domopolitics and geopolitics.
The analyses presented argues that living womanhood situated in an invaded
homespace and homeland, aims at inscribing pain over women's bodies and lives, to
maintain a necropolitical regime of un-ending dispossession. Such necropolitics is
confronted by women's mundane power to write, speak back, and challenge their
unending uprooting.
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"fieldwork and the
Israeli-Palestinian
conflict"

Does the refusal of a Christian-Palestinian
community to exploit the cemetery of their ancestors,
as a symbolic space for their collective memory,

Dr. Talia Shay Technion |reflect local-colonial and Postcolonial influences?
When the Connection between Ethnography and
Activism falls apart: On Ethnography as Betrayal and
Rolly Rosen Haifa other Problems
Dr. Uzi Ben Shalom
and Dr. Nehemia The Anthropology of Asymmetrical Warfare: Ethical
Stern Ariel Dilemmas and Ethnographic Possibilities
Mediators in Disputes and Intermediates between
State and Community:
Dispute Resolution among Arabs in Israel from a
Dr. Ido Shahar Haifa Legally Pluralistic Perspective
UNC
Charlotte

Dr. Joyce Dalsheim

Does the refusal of a Christian-Palestinian community to exploit the cemetery
of their ancestors, as a symbolic space for their collective memory, reflect
local-colonial and Postcolonial influences?

Dr. Talia Shay

In modern times, graves and funerals are not employed only to reflect the life and
death of bygone societies but also as means to assert and construct the cultural
identity of the living. This change of focus is related to the identity politics that
enables minority groups to demand their rights, and to the impact of the postmodern
approach of the last century that represents alternative interpretations of reality. Few
groups, however, refuse to exploit the memory of their dead. My paper concerns a
minority community of Christian—Palestinians who live in Israel and have avoided
exploiting the cemetery of their ancestors as a rhetorical space for their collective
memory. The cemetery which is fenced but uncared for is dated to the end of the

Mandatory time in Israel- between the end of the 19" century until 1945, just
preceding the establishing of the state of Israel.
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The explanation of this paradox includes in addition to cultural values, also
postcolonial motives such as the colonial history of the Christian-Palestinian
community before and after the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, and
internal conflicts within the community. It possibly also consists of the fear of
overabundance of historical information on this twilight period that risks neutralizing
and trivializing the seismic events caused by the Israelis gaining the upper hand in
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, especially when publicity could have traumatic political
implications for the Christian-Palestinian community.
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! Halbwachs Maurice.1950. Space and the Collective Memory. Chapter 4, the Group in Its Spatial
Framework. The Influence of the Physical Surroundings: 1-15

2 Nora Pierre. 1996. Realms of Memory 1. The reconstruction

French past: Rethinking the French

lumbia University Press, New York.
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For me, the greatest challenge has been need to negotiate three fears of betrayal:
betraying my friends, betraying the cause, and betraying the demands of
scholarship”

Robin Whitaker, The Politics of Friendship in Feminist Anthropology

Setha Low & Sally Merry nrarnionnixn wxn 2010 mwa 1no1® MIX NRN2
NN [0 .0INNN 2 DID WATIYW AN XN [NI07 QWX ,NIyNn n7IoNnix? nimn
"An anthropological practice that respects the dignity and rights of all humans, and
has a beneficent effect on the promotion of social justice" (Low &

Merry, 2010)
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The Anthropology of Asymmetrical Warfare: Ethical Dilemmas and
Ethnographic Possibilities

Uzi Ben Shalom and Nehemia Stern, Ariel University

This presentation will explore some of the ways in which ethnographic practices can
deepen our understanding of how military ethics are practiced within combat units of
the 1.D.F. From a theoretical perspective we argue that the kinds of ethical dilemmas
that soldiers experience as they participate in prol d asymmetrical warfare may
mirror many of the ethical dilemmas that emerg of ethnographic research in
areas of political and religious conflict.
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The I.D.F.'s code of ethics offers broad moral parameters that are meant to inform
the specific Rules of Engagement in the various operational sectors. The code also
shapes how individual soldiers react to the various dilemmas that they may
encounter throughout their combat service.

Recent events however demonstrate how difficult it is to govern the responses of
thousands of combat soldiers as they operate among civilian populations for
extended periods of time. Both journalistic and lay examinations of this phenomenon
have failed to properly take into account the local and unit specific contexts through
which combat soldiers routinely operate.

While anthropologists and sociologists have examined the issue of ethics in
protracted asymmetrical warfare, few current studies have examined the problem
from an empirical ethnographic perspective. An ethnographic methodology that is
closely attuned to how enlisted personnel negotiate and mitigate moral dilemmas in
real-time can better elucidate some of the illegal excesses that have been at the
forefront of current Israeli discourse. This kind of ethnography also generates its own
set of ethical dilemmas for an anthropologist of Israeli society.

Mediators in Disputes and Intermediates between State and Community:
Dispute Resolution among Arabs in Israel from a Legally Pluralistic
Perspective

Ido Shahar, University of Haifa

This paper presents the findings of an interview-based research into community-
based mechanisms of dispute resolution among Palestinian-Arabs in the Galilee.
Focusing on the individuals who serve as mediators in such dispute resolution
processes, the paper contends that these individuals typically perform an
intermediary role at two different levels: first, they mediate between the parties to the
dispute, and second, they mediate between the Palestinian-Arab community and
Israeli state mechanisms and authorities. This two-level brokerage is related, |
contend, to the surrounding situation of legal pluralism: since communal mechanisms
of dispute resolution operate side by side with state mechanisms of dispute
resolution and are thoroughly interconnected with them, mediators are required to
maneuver not only between the disputing parties but also between the Palestinian
community and state institutions and mechanisms. The paper presents several
different models of mediation — between disputing parties and between state and
community — employed by these go-betweens, and analyzes the implications of each
of these maodels for the relations between the Arab-Palestinian minority in Israel and
the state.
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Van Gennep Meets Ontological (In)Security: A Processual Approach to
Ontological Security in Migration

N72N1 DDA 'YTNA 721A 'MMY N1ON,0MNIRY-[A D'ON'I NAIYITYIO T NMIR ' T

| utilize van Gennep’s neglected theory of territorial passages, to which he dedicates
the second chapter of his Rites de Passage (1909), in order to answer two key
guestions in the study of migration and ontological security (OS) — that is, the actors’
sense of “security of the self” and their ability to consistently uphold this sense of
trust in themselves and their surroundings across time and space in their daily
encounters with others (Giddens 1991): First, why do the members of the receiving
society lose their OS in face of a mass of strangers arriving at their gates? And
second, how, if at all, do they then gradually reconstitute their OS while incorporating
the strangers into their world? | use the case of the German society’s response to the
2015 refugee crisis to demonstrate that van Gennep’s classical approach, far from
being structural and functionalist, offers an advanced, power-informed, and
processual perspective for uncovering a possible socio-symbolic mechanism behind
“losing” and “re-finding” OS in migratory encounters. The article further argues that
for Giddens and van Gennep alike, OS can never be fully attained, and is therefore to
be found only in the continuous human search for trust, which in turn drives the
production and reproduction of social reality. It concludes by discussing the added-
value of van Gennep’s processual theory to the study of OS in the contemporary
global milieu of the “age of migration".
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The Invisible Work of Tracking and Planning Household Waste

Talia Fried, Ph.D. Candidate, Graduate Program for Science, Technology &
Society, Bar Illan University, taliafried@gmail.com

This chapter describes and analyzes the activities of waste tracking and planning at a
leading environmental consulting firm in Israel, in the context of an energetic national
effort to minimize landfilling, led by the Israeli Ministry of Environmental Protection.

Waste consulting is an excellent site for examining the emergence of waste as an
object of environmental governance and professional knowledge, since, by definition,
consultants coordinate the boundary between the messy, imminent “trash” versus
transcendent, manageable “waste.”

The question posed in this chapter is what forms of invisible work are carried out by
the consultants to articulate waste as an object of professional environmental
management? What frays in the translation from thestreetscape to a paper form or
the screen, and how do the consultants keep the t together in a coherent and
actionable way?




NHINIWANADIDNNIND NTIAND DW 45-0 D1ON

2017 DONRP DD

Findings show that environmental consulting is ostensibly about making waste
management more rational and environmental, through such explicit tasks as
counting, classifying, evaluating, unitizing, and monetizing garbage. In carrying out
these tasks, however, the consultants also engage in many kinds of invisible work:
figuring out, guessing at, amending, beautifying, waiting for, and making sense of
waste and waste data. In following the consultants, it becomes apparent that waste
does not already-exist as a known entity within an unremarkable material and ethical
order, but rather that the consultants have to struggle to decide that order and to
make the waste audible, often in a very effortful and conscientious way

"9a1n nN” v A1ie'ol Na1IRK 17109 ,NIATINN (NINAL0N AN DANY DNINN

X"n "X ;70719 W'y 0" ,n1tw NnY

.00I9N1P7 NN2'ONI NN NDAIRK N7109 9I0'K7 1yn DAY wnnd w19 "niyax" yya
190K D™MWN .0N'WY 0NN Y T 7Y IRNXY WAIY NATID 0pin L "npnt nivaxt wnn
,0n"n7 30-n Nwa 0*7'OWNI DMWY NIAX DAN ,0N23 07D ,ya'rnn paTnn 18 Tiv nano
NI7'W9Y% Mipn “72TN MIAN“Y NI'VAWNA PIOYN IT IRXIN ."72Th NNN” onyy NX 0ONY
I'MI7122 VILY'Y 7NN 2IWN *707 191N NI7'WON 7Y NNIND TANN QY [9IXA1 N7Y N'a0N

JYXIND 'N'UN N9IPNA YN 7Y D7NoNI DTION

n?1090 NY'ON ,719'0 NMNXY Y'Y IR IThA D ,N71091 719'0 7w NNNXK DNIXN NIva
D7IX .N"70701 N'M210 N1'NaN NITWH NIR'OZI9N NNKT? NAWN] DIZN2 VOIDNIR7 NIAIXRD
IR NIYRNY DAXY DX MIWE7 IN D'N2A0N DAY IX9NNYT 101 X7 721D NN 'wax
,N7'N77 NNNN 7w 0'N1IN2 N'N2R0N DNIZ'Y9 NN NN0N DN AT JI'Yn NYINN X 0PN
NI730 NIKNN DX IWATA AXAPD MNP WD TN IR DRPN-NYAY Dvaim N
7Y YR'ZN DAY N9IPNA .MII0NN 'YIA'PN DU'NN NIIX DY D7¥X DNITA OINK ,]Wwnn 721von?
700N INNY XY ,0NWXN DNANN W DNTNOTOo 7V Dw'ownw 0ro7Iol 0o nrnwy
TIX 2¥NY7 DII'0NA NXAPZN NN DX WNwN N'MNAN NRIYALT'D yaxn ,NIATINN DY AnItan
NITIY 72T NIAN DNIYYANA ,D'T'9N DNNINA 2IOYN ARXINN .YQ'PA NINDT '7p2) DYy
NXXINN Y22 YRIND MIANN ''WN )'70N2 AT DT 7p2 D'NNAN DRENY NI nnany
NN L,NOWUKRN "N Y'7N 7w 'wiR-X70 % 0D"w DP7NY D'T'9N DININD 7w DT'RONA [ITN
D"'700N NI70AN DX 727N NNIAN 'WIXK DY TN D'0LVIYAY D700 DXL I0ZI0N WY 7t
NI'M20N DNMIYOWNII DNINJNAA DIN0NY D"ININD IMXINI YIA'PN 7¢U NN9N 1TV yaypn

J7w "Dnrn" ar yapn 2 "1man "t nx




NIYNIWN N ANDIDNNIND NTIAND DW 45-0 010N

2017 DONRP DD

DOXj{? 1922 "mipn |71*T" VPN - NIF'VPIS DIPN NINT 2PN PN
"mpm [T 0PN Y] ,XNXL [KTION 11010 [N"MIX] ,XNNV NXIIDY

1901 NRINT 7R 'M27nnn 190N N ,0IY NINY AT 0PN ,"Yax T DN W ndmna
0'02D NIM7'AZN [NP'V 7Y 002NN ONIPN .NIMIPN D'WI NISNNYNA "nipn [71'T 0117 DOK}?
D7IYn DD DDNA PIOY? DIV 17NN NN2 0'WIN .N'M2A0 NRIAl NIMNX NIN'DY
NIDTY NIMIOI DDYNN ,NIYOIN NINY 7Y 002NN 0NN .NNANNI NYAINN ,N2A0N ,NiNYpn
N2101 N71Y92 PIoY? KIX ,N20N 7Y TIND? 71 X7 0'w17 2WONnl O 0 N7 Nroani

.NNPN 27'DPn 2V NN 'Y NdICY D'WIN NIDOIN D .0NIANN

mipnn 0"NN |112010 D'YSYINN D"NIAIN-0"NN2NN D'02'NN NIX 170NN7 D'9NIYN 1Y waona
22731 "o I NMUER RYNAI N'WA ARNY 0'N1 701N XNRV NIRIDY NIN'R? Twpna
[PXRI "INX 190" X7 [I¥Y NN NMIEAN A7'NEN M2 N90 N DX 7771 0TRY? NI

NP7 DNYN 0191 IWXIN DIZN2 NOT

TOIYNY NN¥Y 2¥N7 NRATTN DINNQ ANXY ,D'WTA NI ,NMNiza AN 11000 NNIX)
N2 DM DIY AN'EAl 0TI DDOWN DM MMy 2m 17 yinni 0'nn1 imna niypgnn
2N X 0719 W'Y nano Tm™? 0"t n2o M2 MY ORI DDA X I010 190N

falat

YIND NIYAWN NX¥N XAXKLV .02 NONNWAI KXINT 7R 0"NNa DT7" RNXRKR'D RNKV [XTIO
NNl 'N'Y N7 DY DIt DMUEn N5 NNQTA DI DTN 2T nan T
.N72mi npTn 0'w1 N'7'npn 27N> nThan

N71Y9 NI'MWON 7¢ TaNN IXIVI9Y NIATNA AXNN NNRIND NYAN DX A'¥N AT NN N
2'wn KT X7 7997 ntoan J"opon man" X' NNo9nn 7' .0r-nrn NN Niyann
Nynumi N'NN2N NTA7IN NYIND 1NN NYANN NMORIVIK N71V9) KX NI0N Tzmn 21
N2 NMIPAN NINTA ,NT NPN2 .'N KN 1AW 'MIANN ANTnY71 DIpnY? ,0TX? D'RNNY Nna
D'W17 ONX DIPN DY N7 WYX XD DMYER RYUD .DMmIiYs Ni71yo NIYXNN Nnxymi

Jmipmn




NIYNIWN N ANDIDNNIND NTIAND DW 45-0 010N
2017 DONP 19D

nmnmaIp2 van NTR 01D nIYY? 217I9NNax

AN 'Ypn

DIV DN'NINNA NIZOIVA NIAIZITINNAI NFOIIR'TN NIFAI0YI D™M'DONX D7 NN N AUmn
nnwl .0DmMo ominna oa-nd ,o1 (linguistic anthropology) naiwhn nazivsNnikn 7w
NN ,N9Y |'AY WP NIFTINAN NIMICA IZOY'Y — NI'VIIRTMI NIMPNN — NIRYINN 7377
NXT'OIMO D7NN D771D NIRXINY D'YXIN O'RYND .DIIY 17NN NNXKA D71V XINY '9) n1and
NITYI MNX ,NAIW7 D2I71I9NNINA NISON IPNN NIV'WI A'DMNNK 7Y NIYNF'OPTINI
AP'WA NIFOY7ID NIFINNONN NIKYT TV, NIIYWY DI7IDNNIXRE TN ,0"7R0ATI DRIV NN

.(mn 7v) omniwi avta N hate speech-a nipoivn nix¥1n nd>11a 727 ,2"NKa

Talking Across a Globalized Field: Scale, Place and Space in Interfaith
Dialogue Advocacy

Dr. Marcy Brink-Danan, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Hebrew
University

Building on recent anthropological approaches to scale, this paper charts the
circulation of interfaith dialogue practices between London, New York and Jerusalem.
From President Obama’s Interfaith Campus Challenge to the Doha Annual Interfaith
Dialogue Conference, today there are few places in the world where government
policies have not prioritized increased interfaith communication. Why is God talk
experiencing such a global boom? To understand how linguistic forms and practices
accrue value through globalization, linguistic anthropologists and sociologists
increasingly focus on interactions that are "actively ‘scale-sensitive’, mindful of the
transnational, national or local provenance or potential of a text or practice”
(Blommaert and Rampton 2011:10). As Blommaert argues, "(m)obility in
globalized world is predicated on the capacity to acquire and deploy resources
needed to cross from one scale level to another (... 013:8). Based on fieldwork in
dialogue-training courses, interfaith storytelling wi ops and diversity awareness
sessions at hospitals, schools, churches, mosq and seminaries, | argue that
analyzing anxiety about interfaith communication rs an intimate view into how
people around world imagine and re-negotiate theifli@ld of relations in a global
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society, necessitating an “entangled methodology of place” (Powell 2016). Charting
the movement of global interfaith dialogue allows us to better understand why and
how people discursively “scale their world” through communicative practices (Carr
and Lempert 2016).
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